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anfwcring this Purpofc, there may be alfo fomc of- 
fenfive or ufcful Qualities annexed, it may, not be 
amifs perhaps to review feme Part of the Materia 
medic a for this End. 

I fhall add, that, belides this extraordinary Power 
in preferving Bodies, I have difcover'd in feme of 
thefe Subftances a fweetening or correding Quality 
after Putrefadion had aduaily begun. But thefe Ex- 
periments I fhall lay before the Society fome other 
time 5 with a Table of the comparative Forccof Salts, 
and fomc further Remarks on the fame Subject. 

N. B. Thefe Experiments will be continued in the 
next Number of thefe Tr an fact ions. 



XVL An attempt to explain an antientGreeh 
infcription^ ingraven upon a curious bronze 
cup with two handles^ andpublijhed with a 
draught of the cup by Dr. Pococke, in his 
Defcription of the Eaft, Vol. II. Part 2i 
pag. 207. By John Ward, Pr.Rhet. Grejh. 
and F. R. S. 

Mead June zB.rw^ HE diameter of the cup on the in- 

JL ^^^ ^s about thirteen inches and a 
half, as near as I could take it from a copy of the 
infcription, which is placed round the upper fide 
of the lim. A draught of wrhich is hereunto an- 
nexed, reduced to about two thirds of the fize (1) 5 

and 



MaM 



(%) See TAB.n. Wis. 3. 
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and may alfo be feen in Dn Tococke^ with only 
this difference, that the charaders on the cup are not 
cut in continued lines, as in the dodor's plate, but 
confift of feparate points placed in the form of let- 
ters, as here reprcfcnted. Letters cxpreflcd in this 
manner appear upon fcveral antient coins ; and may 
Jikcwife be feen in the (ilver plates, found not long 
fince in Hertfordjhirey and publifhed in thcfe Tranf 
anions (i). As to the circular form of the infcri- 
ption, we read in Pau/anias of zn inflance not very 
much unlike this, Ifhitus king of Elis is faid to 
have reftorcd the Olympic games, during which all 
hoftilities ceafed among the feveral ftates of Velo- 
ponneftis. Throwing the difcus or quoit was one of 
the exercifes performed in thofe games, and the 
difcus of Iphitus was depofited in the temple of 
Juno at Olympian upon which the ceffation of arms, 
always obfcrvcd at that folemnity, being ingraved 
was then publicly read. Which infcription, as the 
hiftorian obferves, was not cut in ftrait lines, but hi 
the form of a circle. Tho whether the letters were 
placed on the face of the difcus^ or upon the edge^ 
like fome modern coins, is not exprefly faid. The 
words are thefe : TaJr^v rf>tg;^«^iaK] yx Is Iv'^vs Ix^i 
yiyoajJLjJiivYiv^ ccAAa 6$ 3cJ>tA» o-X^M-^ TrepUiaiv lirl 

TM S'iay.o) roc ypoifxfjiaTcc* That is : Hae [induciacj 
non re^o verjuum ordinefunt infer iptae^ fed Uteris 
in difco orb em ambient ibus (2), 

But 



(i) N«w. 476. 

(2) Paufanias^ Lib. v. c.^ 20. f. 427. ed. Lipf. 1626. Where Vet 
Faher for is iySvj reads i? et/9v, Agonift, Lib, 11. c, 26, 
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But I return to the infcriptlon on the cup, which, 
as 1 apprehend, may be thus read in the common 
Greek charafters. 

M N A 
BASIAETS MiepAAATHS ETnATOP 
TOIS ENT02 TOT FTMNASIOT ETnATOPISTAIZ 

Vr^K vel rOT^A AIAHHZE. 

In Latin thus : 

Monumentum dedtt 

Rex Mithradates Eupator Enpatoridis 

ingymnajto {yoXintra gymnajiumi 

Gypha [vel Guphalfervavit. 

I. The letters M N A ftand by themfelves over the 
reft, which are placed below them in the form of a cir- 
cle $ which circle is made up of the four fegments here 
put one under another, when united in one orbicular 
line. And the firuation of thefe three letters in the 
annexed draught fhews, over what words of the cir- 
cular part they are placed/ All the words from 
BASIAET2 to ETHATOPisTAiz take in above half the 
circumference of the rim of the cup^ and the divi- 
fion of this laft word was occafioned, as I fuppofe, 
by one of the handles being fixed there. The two 
laft words ftand at a confidcrable diftance from the 
reft, on the remaining part of the rim. 

IL If thofe three letters above the reft are not a 
date, they may, as I conjcdure, ftand for fjLv^fjLoa-vvov 
S'^M for UooM^ without the augment. Where the 
word fjLvnfxocrvvGv feems to be ufed in the fame fcnfe, 
as we meet with it in C^m/Z^x, when he fm.Femm 
ejl fjLvnfAoa-vyov meifodalis (i). 



(i) Epigram, ad k(xm%\x\: 
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HI. In the circular line Mt^^cci'drm is put for 
Mi6^iJ^aT>j$, P Ws nanic is^ufually writcn. And To 
it is fpelt in two other infcriptions, both found by 
Sj>on in the ifle oiDtlos^ at a confiderable diftancc 
from each other, and pubhflied in his Fay age dltalie 
etc (i). The like fp<.lling may alfo be Teen both on 
the coins of this prince (2), and in the editiop of 
Tacitus publ idled by Lipjius. Thcfe infcriptions 
were cut on the remaining pedeftals of two ftatucs, 
which had formerly been placed there, one in ho- 
nour of Mithridaies Euergetes the father of this 
prince, and the other of himfclf. , I fhall here tran- 
I'cribe them both, as they will fervc to iUuftrate that 
on the cup. The former runs thus : 

BA^IAEHS MiePA^ATOT 

ETEPrETOT 2EAETKO5 

MAPA0ONIO2 FTMNA 

SIAPXaN. 

In Latin: 

Regis Mithradatis Euergetae Seleucus 

Marat konius gymnafio praefecfus 

ftatuam pofuir. 

The latter is as follows : 

BASlAEnS MiepAAATOT ET 
nATOPOS; ETTTX......TOT 

MiePAAATOT ETEPFETOT 

AIONT2IOS NES N02 

A0HNAIO2 FTMNASIAPXH 
SAX ANEeHKEN. 

In Latin : 

Regis 



(i) Tom, in. fag.%6, 

(2j Numifm, Timbroch, Far, 11. fab, 66. 

R r r 
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Regis MUhradatis Eupatvris Eutyci.. filii Mi- 
thradatis Euer^etae WHonyfius NeJ\ .nm Athe- 
nienjis gymnajw'pfaefe^us ppfuit ftatuam. 

It appears highly probable by thefc infcriptions, 
that there was z gymnajium {i)y or college, at that 
fime in 2)^/^i. And the f^me writer obfervcs, that 
ncir td iH^ former he found eleven pillars ftanding 
without chapiters, and others lyirig on the ground. 
At which place, as he fais, the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring ifles (for ^elos was then uninhabited) 
have a tradition, that a college antiently flood 5 and 
he farther adds, that the corfairs ftili continue to 
call this ifland by th^nzmc oiThefchsols (2). And 
therefore it is not improbable, that this cup, which 
fome years fuice was found in the port of Antiumy 
a^nd (as Dr. ^ococke fais) is now placed among the 
antiquities of the capitol at Rome, might formerly 
have been brought from that ifland: and the name 
Eujpatoridae given to thofe of the college, in honour 
of this km2, Mithridates, their benefador ; who 
fcems to have been pleafed with the name Eupator^ 
afcribed to him in the latter irifcription, fmce he 
built a city in ^aphlagonia^ which he called Eupa- 
toriUy as we are told by ^liny (3) and Appian (4). 
By the latter of whom wc icara alfo, that he was 

fond 



(1) By the word ^^w»^/«?» among the Greeks was meant a num- 
ber of contiguous buildings, with portico's and open walks, fq djfc 
pofed as to be fitted, fome for bodily excrcifeSj and others for the 
itwdy of the liberal arts and fcicnces. 

(2) Tom, I. fag, 177. 

f;) Ntf/. H//?. L,ih, VI. cap, 2. 
(4) 'Rom. Hip^ fag. 251, f^/» Siefk. 
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fond of fine ornaments^ and elegant furniture ; and 
had made a vaft colkdion- of them, of which vafes 
were always efteemed a confiderable part (i). The 
imperfed word etttx. which follows Eupatorts m 
the fame infcription, may perhaps ftand for etttxots, 
Eutychis, or Felicis^ as that word occurs ac length 
in another infcription difcovercd hj Sponitx the fame 
ifland, of which the two names aiontsiot etttxot 
then only remained (2). Tho indeed I have not met 
with that name elfewhere afcribed to Mithridates ; 
notwithftanding Ckera mentions a large catalogue 
of extravagant titles, which had been heaped upon 
him by his flatterers. Mitkridatem^ fais he, ^eum^ 
ilhm Tatremj ilium Confervatorem Afiae^ ilium 
Euium, Nyfium, Bacchumy Liberum nominabant {1). 
But yet it is poflible, that the tide Entyches might 
have been given him, on account of his great fuc- 
cefe in war^for many years. As SyJla afterwards af- 
{umed that of i^Ar, for the likereafbn; and upon 
his triumph at Rome^ for his vidory over that po- 
werful prince, had alfo his other titles oiConfervator 
and f^^?^r afcribed to him, as we are told by Tluf 
tar4:h (4). Thefcinfcfiptions give us alfo the names 
of two prefidents of that college,; the former of whom 
is called Seleucus of Marathon 5 and the latter Dit)- 
nyjlus of Athens^ who might poillbly have taken 

the 



(i) ^-om, HiJ}. pag. 251. edrSiefh. 

(2) Tom, III, pag. 87. 

(3) Fro Place, c. 25. 

(4) T/^. SylL Tom. y. p. 865. ed. Stepk, See likewife F^^n 
47mni. 4idA.U. 672. 

Rr r 2 



t 494 ] 

the name T^ionypus from his patron Mithridates^ who 
befides the name Enpator aflbmed alfo that of ©/<?• 
nyfus as the fame author relates (i). But the fecond 
name of this latter prefident Nef. . . . nus being im- 
perfeft, I am at a lofs how to fill it up. 

IV. The letters next following 'EvToltk}^ upon the 
cup I take to (land for ro7$ hlos j tho they arc ftrangcly 
confufed, by rcafon of a miftake, which feems to 
have been made at firft in writing the infcription. 
la the word yvfjLvao-t^ the two letters va are united 
in one charafter. And as to the exprellion iv%s 
yvfxvcca-l v^y^hich here refers to place^ and not to time, 
as it more ufually does; Hefychius has, hrl'^ tZ 
<r<wVa1of5 Thavorinus, h)k oixiasi and Apollonius 
RhodiuSy as cited byjE/. Steph. Ivlk oi^ri^Qs * And in 
the word 'Ei»7ra1o§>/ra/^, the letters ar are put for 
i'y and t, for §• 

V. Of the two laft words upon the cup, which 
(as has been obferved) ftand feparate from the reft, 
the former is.a proper name; but whether the firft 
charader in it was defigned only for a r, or a com- 
bination of the two letters TO, I am not certain. 
In the following word i^ta^oo^e without the augment, 
for ^ih^Kfh I is put for a > and likewife ^, as in the 
preceding word "EvTraloparai^. I fhould have been 
led to imagine, that Gypha, or Gup ha, might be 
the name of the fculptor, and ha^(Jl;e ftand for 
hi^wi^ ixjculpfit oxperfculpjit % it being a common 
praalce for artifts to fet their own names to their 
works} had it not appeared an objeftion to this, 

that 



Mi 



(i) lk\l fag 250, See alfo fh$, Sympof. i. I. f. 6. 
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that the infcription is no better executed j and like- 
wife that neither the form, nor combination, of the 
letters feems to fuit with the age of Mithridates. 
I am therefore inclined to think, that the cup did 
not come into the hands of this perfon till a confi- 
dcrable time afterwards; who feems to have been 
no great fcribe, but was willing however to pre- 
fervc both the memory of fo curious a vafe, and his 
own as the pofleflbr of it. 

As the feveral variations from the common man- 
ner of fpclling, which occur in this infcription, arc 
to be met with in Greek writers ^ I fhali trouble 
this Aflembly with no further remarks upon them, 
than juft to obferve, that Lucian in his humorous 
difcourfe, inticled Judicium vocaliumj complains, 
that among many other innovations, which had then 
crept into the language, r had invaded the place of 
<r, and both | and ^ that of a-. 

Thus I have attempted to offer my thoughts upon 
this intricate infcription, and explain it in fuch a 
manner, as appeared to me the moft probable, from 
a copy of it, communicated to nic fome years fincc 
by Smart Lithieullier efquire, a worthy member of 
this Society, who had it from Father Revillas a4 
Rome* 

2749' ^^* John Ward. 

Toflfcript. 

Spon was at Belos in the month oiAuguft 1675, 
when he copied the two infcriptions mentioned above. 
But it feems to be owing to the fmallnefs of his 
page, that the former of them is printed in four lines; 

4 for 
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for Wheeler J who took it at the fame time, brings 
it into three, in the following manner : 

BASIAEOSC) MI0PAAATOT 
ETEPrETOT 2EAETK0S 
MAPA0ONIOS rrMMASlAPXnNC^). 

Tournefortj who was there in OEiober 1700, con- 
firms this draught of Wheeler ^ as to the form of it i 
and fais, the infcription was cut upon a fquare pe- 
deftal, two feet five inches high, and two feet one 
inch broad. And as part of it was defaced at the 
begining of the lines, I have here tranfcribed the 
copy publifhed by him, of what then remained* 

........ rrePAAATOT 

SEAETK02 

..S rTMNA2:lAPXnN(») 

But T>r. Anthony Askew ^ a worthy member of 
this Society, who was there in OHober 1 747, tho 
he found the pedeftal pretty much broken, in the 
manner defcribed by Tomnefort v yet obfervjcd moxc 
letters of the infcription then remaining, than are 
given us by him. The difference wiU appear by 
the following copy, with which the Doftor was 
pleafed to oblige me out of his large and curious 
colle£tion of infcriptions, and other valuable anti- 
quities: 

2 MiePAAATOT 

ox 2EAETK0S 

.... , S rTMNASIAPxnN. 

The 



(i) The O in this word feerasto be aniiftakcin the prim for S5, 
(3) yoja$i 4h Levant^ T^m, I. fag, 257. a Park 1717. ^u. 
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The latter infcrlption mentioned above, as creded 
in honour of Mithridates Eup at or, w^^ found, as 
Spon informs us, upon a round bafis, at a great di- 
ftance from the other. It is likewife taken notice of 
by Wheelevy tho he has given no draught of it. But 
Tournefort fuppofes it to have been gon, before he 
was there $ becaufe, upon fearching for it, he could 
not find it. Which indeed is not to be wondered at; 
fuice we are told by Sp&n, that Delas being intirely 
in ruins, and without any inhabitants, the antient 
remains, being of Tartan marble, are frequently 
carried away by ftrangers, either for curiofity or ufe. 

However Tournefort difcovered part of another 
pedeftal, in the fhape of a cylinder, not far from the 
former of the two already mentioned. It lay half 
buried in the fand, but being opened and wafhed, 
an imperfect infcription was found upon it. The 
remaining words of which are thefe : 

BASIAEHS NIKOMHA.. 

TOT £TrONOT (') BAsiAEas; 

NIKOMEAOT (*) Eni^ANOT 

• ... KOTPIAH2 (5) AIOXKOPIAOT 

PAiVlNOTSIOS; FTMNASIAPXC.. 

In Latin thus : 



(i) lam obliged likewife to Dr. Askenjj for a copy of this infcri- 
ption, taken by himfelf j by which it appears, that T in this word is 
a miffake for r, as the"Do£lor has writen it. 

(2) The E in this word is alfo a miftake for H, as it is writen 
in the firft line here^ and by Dr. Askenjo in both places. 

(3) f take this to be the fame name as the following, the middle 
fyllable of which is ufually writen with O, but fometimes with O T. 
See Grut^ fag. lxxxvi. num^ 2. 
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Regis Nicomedis nepotis regis Nicomedis Epiphanis 
^iofcorides T^iofcoridis Ramnujius praefeSius 

gymnafio ftatuam pofuit. 

King NicomedeSy to whofe honour this infcription 
wascrcfted, is here called eyyot^^ that is grand- 
forty of Nicomedes Epiphanes king of Bithynia. 
Which fccms to confirm the account of Appiarij 
who gives the name Nicomedes to the three iaft 
Bithynian kings. The firft of whom being, as he 
fais, the Ton of Trufias (and here ftiled Epiphanes) 
was fucceded firft by his fon Nicomedes Thilopator, 
and then by liis grandfon, whom he calls barely 
NicomedeSy without fubjoining any cognomen^ agrc- 
ably to this infcription. And he further adds, that 
it was this Iaft, who left his kingdom to the Roman 
people by his will (i ). Which bequeft was made in 
the year of the city 6j^y and was foon followed by 
their third and Iaft war with Mithridates Eupator (2). 
Some have fuppofed this account of Appian to be 
erroneous, through a miftake in the copies 5 becaufc 
other writers generally mention but one Bithynian 
king, as fucceffbr to Nicomedes Epiphanes^ who was 
alfo named Nicomedes^ made the Roman ftatc his 
heir, and has been taken for his fon (3). But the 
infcription, by calling this latter the grandfon of the 
former, as Appian does, corroborates his account j 
who likewifc fais exprefly, that his fon Thilopator 

was 



(i) nom, Wfi. fag, 175? e</. SUfh, 

(2) ^igh, Annal, Rom, 

{;) See Vaillant^ Acbmtnfd, impcr. Tern. 11 fag. 345, 354. 
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was confirmed in his fatlicfs kingdom by a decree of 
the Roman fen ate (i). 

I thought it proper to take notice of this infcri- 
ption, not only as it feems to clear up the fucccflion 
of the Bithynian kings 5 but likewifc as it contains 
the name of a third prcfident of the college in 
Delm, and flicws the regard that was paid to it by 
the princes of different countries in J(fia. 



XVIL A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker 
F. R. S. to the Prefidentj containifig Ah- 
JiraEls of Jeveral Obfervation$ of Aurora 
Boreales lately feen. 

/^#wjuBe28,^^N Mmdof the 23d of January laft, 

'''^^* V-J^ ^^^^^^ onufual Appearances were ob- 

fcrvcd in the Sky, at London, and the Towns about 

it, 



(i) VmtlarJ has given us the imprefTion of an head upnn a Hivcr 
tetr.-.drachmj v/i h this tide placed over it, Nmmedes Ephhanes rex 
Nkomediae ; whom he takes to have been the grandfather of Pru- 
Jias : Achemmcd. imp, Tom. If. p. 304.. And Dr. Mead has fuch a 
CO n in his coi.'t-aion with rhtf- words on the reverfc. BASIAE^'^S 
EnifAXOTS KIKOMHAOT2. Where Epiphanis the io^mmcH 
ftandsfirti, as ic fomcumr aucs in ancient: writers: Cu. OraLc.27. 
An impreflion alio of a immr coin, with the head on one fi.ic, and ;hc 
fame legend on the other, niuy be fccn r.mon;^ ihe N^wiifuata Pem^ 
iroch. Par, II. uk6ij. But F^i//^;^/ fkis, thit '^r had noi nu- vvh 
any com, which had on it the head of Ni,a^:edcs Epsphaue^ -Vc 
ion of Pr^J^f, to whom the iiifcription refers, which y cut en i!;e 
ttone. Uktppra^pag, 355, 

Sff 
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J^/tiUj. T/w^.r, JV^fzf g^ . Tab. ji . 
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